
Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Wednesday 20th 
January at 7.00pm at The Glebe, Sutton. 
 
Present:      
 
Mrs J Harnwell (JH)  - Sutton Parish Council 
Mr David Deacon (DD) - Sutton Parish Council 
Mr Ian Dewar (ID)  - Sutton Parish Council 
Mrs Kathy Searle (KS) - Bluntisham Parish Council 
David Norman (DN)  - Northstowe Joint Action Group 
Matt Bradney (MB)  - Northstowe Joint Action Group 
Ann Sherwood (AS)  - Wilburton Parish Council 
 
Clerk:        Alan James (AJ)  - Haddenham 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman for the meeting 
 
It was agreed that Mrs J Harnwell should chair the meeting.  
 
2. Introduction of new member 
 
DN explained that he would shortly be stepping down as Chairman of the Northstowe 
JAG and that the new Chairman of JAG would be Douglas de Lacy.  In view of his 
experience of County transport matters, the JAG had asked Matt Bradney to attend 
future HCV Group meetings on their behalf.  The Chairman and all present welcomed 
MB to the meeting. 
 
3. Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies had been received from Owen Mc Laughlin, Roger Rowberry, Margaret 
Lumb, Peter Goddard, Peter Brace, Pauline Wilson, Gareth Wilson 
 
4. Minutes & Actions from last meeting 
 
Minutes of the last meeting on September 23rd were approved. 
 
Actions from previous minutes: 
 
Item 1 Costs of repairing and maintaining fen roads 
 AJ reported that RR had submitted an FOI request for the actual and 

budgeted cost information and had received a reply to the effect that 
no information is available.  AJ had raised this at the JAG meeting with 
CCC in November and as a consequence RR had re-submitted 
request to directly Matt McGuire.  Some information had been returned 
by Richard Preston concerning the B1050 accompanied by a leaflet.  
Existence of a system for recording all repair costs and budgets had 
not been admitted. 
MB stated that such a system did exist and that during his time as 
Cabinet Member for Transport he had used it regularly. 

Action AJ or RR to forward copy of FOI requests to MB who will seek full 
response. 

Result Progress as above. 
  
Item 2 Provide contact details for the main hauliers. 
 DD reported that there is a local hauliers meeting which is chaired by 

Dickersons and that there are indications of ongoing negotiations to 
strengthen routing agreements for Block Fen and Dickerson/Donarbon. 
A complete list of local hauliers had not been established. 
Cambridgeshire had not requested any money from the Aggregates 



Levy.  ID again reiterated the Aggregates Levy could be used to fund 
haul roads. The levy is £2 per ton which would be worth £200m in 
revenue collected within the County according to M&W Plan 
projections for extraction. 
 

Action Construct comprehensive contact list of local hauliers.  All 
 Approach hauliers group for joint meeting.  DD 
 Write to CALC to request information on Aggregates Levy and grant 

application process.  OM 
Result Progress as above. 
  
Item 3 Traffic Regulation Orders 
 PCs to pursue process for putting in place Traffic Regulation Orders 

(TROs). Sutton have started this process. They sent a letter on Jan 
27’th to Mr Whelan. CCC have not responded. 

Action DD to circulate this document. 
Result DD reported that Sutton’s application is still in hand and there appear 

to be issues of enforcement. 
  
Item 4 Letters to MPs and others 
 The problem of HCVs should be circulated more widely. 
Action Sutton PC to write to local MPs Jim Paice and Malcolm Moss 
Result As reported previously, Sutton had written to Malcolm Moss. 

The outcome was to be a meeting between Sutton PC and Malcolm 
Moss and County officials planned for Friday 22 January.  DD would 
report back to the Group. 
Sutton had received a response from Jeremy Smith who has replaced 
Paul Cook. 

Action AJ was asked to write to Jim Paice on behalf of the Group. 
Result Awaited. 
Item 6 Cambridgeshire Speed Limit Review 
Action OM to ask CCC why Bedfordshire had been able to do a full county-

wide survey so quickly but Cambridgeshire hadn’t. 
Result Unknown 
Action OM to email Speed Limit Review document to David Norman. 
Result Completed. 
Item 7 Cambs Transport Commission 
Action DN to send OM details of the company used for traffic counting. 
Result Completed. 
Item 8 HCV Cost Benefit Analysis 
Action OM to send DN information on the insurance claim for Kingcroft in 

Earith.  Also copy in DD. 
Result Completed. 
 
5. Cambs Minerals and Waste Plan 
 
DD reported that the next consultation on the Minerals and Wastes Plan will start in 
February. Although there seemed to be very little publicity about this, DD reported 
that a consultation event is due to take place in Sutton on 18th February. 
 
(NB: Following meeting I have checked CCC web site and the only information I can 
find is this: “The next round of public consultations on the emerging Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Minerals and Waste Plan will run from Monday 15 February to Monday 29 
March 2010. Information on the next consultation will be available when it commences on 15 
February.” and “You will have six weeks, from 15 February to 29 March 2010, in which to 
make your views on the soundness of the Plan known. These will then be sent to the 
Government so that a Planning Inspector can consider them when he is undertaking the 
Examinations into the Plan. We will post further information on how to make your responses as 



we get closer to the start of the consultation.”  I have therefore emailed CCC requesting 
full details of consultation with copy to Cllr. Hunt.  AJ) 
 
It was agreed that the Group should prepare a response to the M&W Plan 
consultation and that this should include as much numerical evidence as possible.  
For example, Sutton had counted an average 296 lorries per day passing through the 
village on the B1381 in 2007.  In 2008 this had risen to 572. 
 
Action: Obtain details of consultation and circulate – AJ/OM 
Action: Encourage participation in consultation - All 
Action: Prepare Group response, circulate for comment and despatch - All 
 
6. Cambridgeshire Speed Limit Review 
 
A copy of the B1049 Speed Limit Review had been received and circulated.  DN and 
MB indicated that Cottenham thought the outcome and recommendations of this 
were acceptable for the route as far as the northern boundary of the Cottenham 
speed limit.   
 
AJ indicated that he was concerned that Link 7 had been treated as a single uniform 
stretch with no emphasis on dangerous bends such as the Ouse River bridge, 
Australia Farm bend or the culvert bridge on the approach to Wilburton. 
AJ also reported that the fatality numbers quoted in the speed limit review were 
approximately 50% of those listed on the County web site for the similar period and in 
the recent national DoT figures published by the BBC. 
 
DD and DN indicated that Sutton PC and Cottenham PC respectively would be 
making a response.  AJ indicated he would make a personal response and he would 
ask Haddenham PC to make a response.  AS indicated she would ask Wilburton PC 
to respond. 
 
There was further discussion as to why Cambridgeshire were so reluctant to effect 
the review compared to other counties but no clear reason is apparent other than the 
previously noted loss of the County HCV Manager and a lack of strategic thinking. 
 
Action: Encourage responses to B1049 Speed Limit Review. 
 
7. Route Hierarchy Review 
 
The revised draft route hierarchy map had been sent to local Councils for 
consultation by Claire O’Neill together with an accompanying explanatory letter dated 
17th January 2010. 
 
DN, MB and AJ indicated there had been extensive discussion of the initial draft at 
the JAG meeting with CCC and that this and other discussions and pressure from 
councillors had led to the revised draft for consultation in which the A1123 and A1421 
were no longer listed as “strategic”. 
 
AJ had prepared a draft joint response for the Group to consider.   This was 
discussed and various amendments made.  A revised draft including the changes 
agreed is attached to these Minutes.  Final comment should be made to OM and AJ 
for OM to finalise and either OM or JH to sign and send on behalf of the group.  
Responses are requested on or by 5th February 2010. 
 
There was discussion of the advisability of pursuing a downgrade of route 
designation for ‘A’ to ‘B’ as some are pursuing in respect of the A1421 and A1123.  
PG had contributed an email comment on this issue.  The consensus was this would 
have little effect on HCV use without additional restrictions such as weight limits and 
traffic calming and that it would adversely affect the highways maintenance grant 
from central government on routes which are known to be expensive to maintain. 



 
There was also discussion of the council’s powers available to agree and enforce 
traffic routing orders.  It was agreed that the Route Hierarchy while conferring no 
legal powers would be a useful tool for use as a basis for discussion and for 
information to drivers unfamiliar with the routes. 
 
Action: Complete response to route hierarchy map. 
 
8. Cambs Transport Commission 
 
MB indicated that he supported the County’s approach to use the outcome to request 
funding from central government for transport infrastructure projects such as 
Chesterton Station.  It was doubtful that the County would get the amount that it 
needs but it may get a proportion.  This had been done without any commitment to 
congestion charging. 
 
DD repeated that he thought there was nothing in the Commission’s report for East 
Cambs. and Ely and that he was still concerned that the Ely Southern By-pass would 
create an A14 by-pass route between Newmarket and Peterborough. 
 
MB was very clear that as the person who had made the case for funding the Ely 
Southern by-pass to EERA and DoT, it was quite clear that funding for this project 
will not become available in the short medium or long term.  ECDC are aware of his 
advice but choose to ignore it. 
 
9. HCV Cost Benefit Analysis 
 
In RR’s absence AJ described progress with the document that was being 
assembled to support the cost/benefit case. 

- document structure defined 
- photographs of road condition collected 
- conservation areas and listed buildings identified 
- some actual repair cost data collected from CCC 
- some information on standards for road repair costs collected. 

 
As indicated in item 1 above, there were still gaps in the information on actual and 
budgeted amounts spent on road repair.  Hopefully, MB’s assistance will rectify this. 
 
The first week in April had been set as a target for completion.  However, more 
information on including descriptions and photographs of the impact of HCVs on the 
villages and their inhabitants was needed.  AJ asked the group to assist by 
requesting residents of their communities to write a half-page description of how HCV 
traffic was affecting their lives and their property.  Such reports were particularly 
needed from those suffering health problems, sleep loss, noise, vibration, dirt and 
water ingress, inability to use parts of their homes, accident risk, physical impact and 
structural damage.  Details of physical damage to listed buildings is of interest. 
 
Services for noise measurement and air pollution measurement are being sought.  It 
was agreed that probably the only place with a measurable air pollution problem 
would be Earith High Street but that the team are hoping to carry out dust analyses at 
several locations. 
 
Action:  MB to use his knowledge to obtain better information from CCC in response 
to RR FOI request. 
Action:  AJ to forward FOI request and response to date to MB. 
Action:  All to use best endeavours to collate additional information concerning costs 
to the community arising from excessive HCV traffic and forward to RR. 
 
10. TROs 
 



DD said that the details of the new process are now available on the CCC web site. 
 
11. Cambs Local Area Agreement 
 
There were no further actions arising in respect of the Cambs. LAA.  
 
12. AOB 
Cambs. Highways  
OM had forwarded an email from Cambs. Highways that he believed had been 
circulated to Parish Councils regarding their wish to improve services and 
communications with “customers, particularly the Parish Councils”.  Full text extract 
below: 
 
“Cambridgeshire Highways is looking to improve the ways in which we provide 
information to customers, particularly Parish Councils, and to improve the processes 
by which customers can report a fault, to help make these processes more convenient. 
We also want to develop closer working relationships with Parish Councils and to 
provide more information on how we deliver the highways service through a regular 
highways magazine. We would like your views to inform the way in which we take 
forward these initiatives.  Therefore we would ask that you visit the following links to 
fill in two short surveys. The surveys close on 7th February 2010. 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/K3D3D75 (magazine survey) 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KBCCM57 (fault reporting survey) 
Many thanks for your help. 
Claire Robson DipCIPR 
Network Management Communications Manager 
Cambridgeshire County Council 
Unit 3, Wellbrook Court 
Girton  CB23 0NA 
01223 814498” 
 
Action:  Group members to complete the surveys and encourage their PCs to do so 
also. 
 
Peterborough Core Strategy Development Plan Document (DPP) 
OM had forwarded by email a letter concerning the Consultation on the above 
document.  The period for making representations will start on 22 January 2010 and 
will end on 4 March 2010.  From the opening date of 22 January, the Core Strategy 
will be available on PBC website at www.peterborouqh.qov.uk.  Representations to 
the document can be submitted online via http://consult.peterborouqh.qov.uk. 
 
Action:  Group members to review the Peterborough Document and respond as they 
deem appropriate. 
 
13. Next Meeting 
 
Wednesday March 17th.  
 
Action: JH to contact the Sutton office to book accommodation for the meeting. 
 
 


